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Amendments to the Claims: 
1. (Canceled) 



2. (Currently amended) A composition ocoordingto feloim 1, ooid Dotation forfew 
inoludi na comprising: 

water; | 

com hemicellulose in solution in said waten i 

a surfactant, said surfactant heine present in an amo unt effective to reduce tlie 
yiscositv of said solution: and 

a chloride salu said chloride sah being presmt in in amount 



efifective to enhance the hygroscopicity of said solution. 



3. (Cuiiently amended) A composition aooording to t oloim h furtfaoo comprisipg: 
water: 

com hemicellulose in solution in said water; 

a surfactant- said surfactant being present jn an aijiounl effective lO reduce t le 



viscosity of said solution: and . 

a crosslinking ^ppn t said crosslinking a gent beinj[ present in an amount efft'-ctive 
to enhance the water resistance of said composition. i 



4. (Currently amended) A composition according toi oloim 1 > fi tffe^ comprisir gi 
water: 

com hemicellulose in solution in sa id water; 
a surfactant said surfactant being present in an aifrount effective i^p redu ce the 
viscosity of ?aid solution: and 
a lignin compound. 



5. (Original) A composition comprising: 
water; 

a hemicellulose in solution in said water; and 
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a crossliflking agent, said crosslinking agent beingj present in an amount effective 
to enhance the ivater resistance of said composition. 

6. (Original) A composition according to claim 5, futther comprising a chloride salt, 
said chloride salt being present in an amount effective to praease the hygroscopicilt:' of 
said solution. ' 

7-24. (Canceled.) 

25. (Previously presented) A composition according to claim 5, said bemicelMuse 
comprising com hemicellulose. 

26-28. (Canceled). 

29. (Cunently Amended) ^ A composition e f - oloii t a 27 furthor cowaprising; 



water; 



r, said 



com hemicellulosfe in solution in said water, said ^om hemicellute^se presen m ag 
amount of approximately 0.1-90 % on a dry solid basis |of said co mposition; 

a sur%tant> said surfactant nreaent in an amount pf p pt^f^yimateW 0>1 - 10"/o on a 
dry soKd basis of said com nosition: and 

i 

a chloride salt said choride salt present in an am<|unt of ohloridonsolt effective to 
enhance the hygroscopicity of said composition, 

30. (Previously presented) The composition of claiint29 comprising approximarely 
4% by weight surfactant. 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 3? 22 further con)|*rising a orosa- 
linking agent in an amount effective to enhance the wateir resistance of tl.ie compdsnion. 



32-45. (Canceled). 



PAGE mi * RCVD AT 1M2005 5:S5:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-6130 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:13124635001 * DURATION (mm-ss):12-56 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



12/09/2005 16:58 TAX 13124635001 



BANNER & fflTCOFF 



0 008/057 



46- (Cmrently Amended) The Ao aqueous solution of ola^ 15 farther comprising: 

! 
i 

approximately 0, 1 - 90 % hemicellulose on a dry iolid basis; 
approximately 0. 1 - 1 0% surfactant on a dty solid basis; and ^ 

! 

a chloride salt, said chloride salt present in an amdunt of ohlorid e wflte effective to 
enhance the hy groscopicity of said solittion. 

47. (Cuirently Amended) The aqueous solution of claim ^ 4^comprising 
approximately 4% by weight surfactant 



48. (Previously presented) The aqueous solution of clain 
linking agent in an amount effective to enhance the 



46 further comrprising a cross- 
of the solution. 



watei resistance ' 



49 -59 (Canceled). 
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